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Enter Tarzan of the Apes

If we played a game where people guessed a name using the fewest number of words possible,
how many words would it take youdApeMahkbes cri be
enough for most people to corr ectngthisagice ss ? S
already knows and loves the Lord of the Jund@lesides that, you, like me, have fond

memories of the character, his stories, and his art, from your childhood.

My Tarzan genealogy traces back through my dad who collected Edgar Rice Burroughs
hardbacks for as long as | can remember. | have read many of those hardbacks. And, as he
distributes his collection, that was the first place | put in a cldihose old hardbacks featured

art bythe likes of James Allen St. Johs pictured.

Reading the adventures would come latat,rhost of us probably got our first taste of Tarzan
from the dozens of movietating back to the early years of motion picturége thrilled to
Johnny Weismuller and other athletetors wresthg crocodiles and simging from vines.

Some of those movies did better than others at capturing the essencBufdghs
character.Just like we have preferences for favorite Hollywood Tarzans, we eacla have
favorite artist that rendered the character accordingeio dkwn style.

When | was old enough to truly enjoy the character, particularly from the print adventures, the

black cover Ballantine editions captivated n#es a seventies DC comic fan, Neal Adams was

already my favorite artist based on his DC covers and Batman interior art. Naturally, |

treasured the Adams paintings on the Ballantine book cofeasned within the black
background, Adamsdé illustrations really poppe
another renowned cover artigoris created many ahe covers in his own inimitable,

barbarian style.

Various paperback editions featuratther Tarzanartists For many fans, including the auction

houses, Frank Frazetgarnered mass appeaWlindnumbing sales figures are typical for

Frazetta works, including his ERB related subjeéts a young person, hi s a
for me, but probably fans a decade before me consider Frazetta the ultimate reritenzarmf

Whether his subjects were ERB related or various barbatahmaidens, his works demand

top dollar.

The focus of the CAT Price Guide has always been comic book art. | grew up with Joe Kubert
asmy primary Tarzan comic book artist. Had | been reading Marvel, perhaps John Buscema

would have been my favorite. We had a few Gold Key comics back in the day featuring Tarzan
stories, but at the time | didndét know any of

Ironically, neither Kubert nor Buscema nor Adams nor Boris nor Fraaedttne attention of

this article! My interest developed after buying several early Dell Tarzan comics. | became
aware of Jesse Marsh and his significant role
has the honor of first comic book artist tortew stories for the comic book medi&nm Four

Color 134. But before Marsh illustrated new storigise comic strigcarried the banndor

T a r zlagady.Thereforel wanted to bng attention to Hal Foster, Burne Hogarth, Rex

Maxon, Russ Manningnd others that contributed to that medium.

So,| hope you see one of your favoriteésnjoy the art, the data, and the analysis for works by
these legends of Tarzan.
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Imaged by Herltage Auctions, HA com ‘
Tarzan 13 Page 3dy JesseMarsh
© Dell 1950[R4] sold for $3,346in 2013 through Heritage Auctions.

With artists like Jesse Marsh who toiled in the 40s, 50s, and sixties,

art connoisseurs wonder hamany oftheirworksstill exist.
Image used by permission of Heritayections, HA.com
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Jesse Marsh(1907 - 1966 Though Tarzan art fans may not rank Jesse Marsh as one of

the Ape Mands most notable illustrators, t he
for itself. Beginningin194wi t h Tar zands first new comic boo
mainstay for Dell and Gold KeyHe was the primary story artist for Tarzan from issue #1

through issue #153 in 198%and he illustrated many covers as well.

Marshds | egacy is similar otwhosBgesatesbal | Hall of
accomplishment was being dependable every datysts like Marsh, Curt Swan, and Dick

Dillin who faithfully shape a character or series for over a decade deserve their own hall of

fame.

Besides Tarzan, Marsh illustrated
Gene A u_ttlﬂeﬂ series s e | | our Color #13

beginning with issue 1. Other ‘ e, T e et (R
western heroes like Johnny Mack = " ;
Brown and Rex Allen came to life

under Mar s hogsalsqpe

__CGC UNIVERSAL GRADE

Few Marsh original works found
themselves at Heritage Auctions in
recent years. Two sales from 2023
stood out compared to past sales.
page from Tarzan 13 (1950) sold fo
$2,640. It scored R5 on the CAT
scale indicative of the percentage a
the page faturing Tarzan. Another
sale, graded CAT R1, sold this yeal
for much less, $1,140With no
Tarzan on the page, bids came in
lower. Further, the page hailed
from Tarzan 136 (1963)naking it
13 years younger.Greater

antiquity often influences price.

Interestingly, five groups of Gene
Autry original pages came to
auction in 2019 within a six week
period. These pages came from th
likely-unpubl i shed t
Emi gr an tTheRirsday & o .

two pages include the title page ant Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com
sold for $780. The other four lots
sold for an average price of $137, thatos | es

See the graphical summary information for more market information related to Jesse Marsh
sales.

Marsh art does not represent a terrific speculative play, but he was truly a major contributor to
one of the great literary characters in Americana.
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Taezan %15 £29

Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com
Four Color 161 Pagelly Jesse Marsh Tarzan 13 Page 5 by Jesse Marsh
© Dell 1947 [R4]. Sold for $,360(2020,HA) © Dell 1950[R5]. Sold for $,640 (2@3,HA)
4t

| HE HANGS OV BRAVELY...

0-0-0RRH,

T 0.5 "3 PAGE #7

Imaged Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com

Tarzan 136 Page 19 Bgsse Marsh Four Colorl34 Page 4By Jesse Marsh
© Gold Key 1963R1]. Sold for $.,140 (2023,HA) © Dell 1947 [R3]. Sold for $863(2004,HA)

The incredible Marsh Tarzan run began in Four Color 134 (194) and continued
in Tarzan published by Dell and Gold Key. Even beyond his passing in 1966,
Mar s hds a intreprants suahraghid Ape-English dictionary.

All images used by permission of Heritage Auctions, HA.com
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Marsh, Jesse

WACAO 2EAA

" O (DAIIGHICKeY) b
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Issue Page ;;2 Key gg:g Price CGR Comment  Src
136 19 1963 R1 Jun-23 1,140 HA
13 5 1950 R5 Apr-23 2,640 HA
152 26 1965 R5 Dec-21 504 HA
152 5 1965 R5 Jul-19 1,080 -1.1 HA
151 14 1965 R5 Jul-18 660 HA
7 BC 1956 S2 Jan-18 335 Full page Hornbill HA
71 1 1955 S4 Feb-17 550 Tarzan and the Plague of Lions HA
151 5 1965 R5  May-16 837 HA
152 5 1965 R5 Nov-14 1,135 % HA
136 18 1963 R1 Jun-14 908 HA
13 33 1950 R4 Feb-13 3,346 HA
136 5 1963 R4 Jan-05 150 HA
152 CS15 1965 Cs15 Jun-04 1,323 The Stone-Headed Arrow HA
151 CS15 1965 Cs15 Jun-04 1,035 Tree of Death HA
151 CS9 1965 CSs9 Jun-04 891 They Attack by Night HA
152 CS9 1965 CS9 Jun-04 750 Haunted Canyon HA
135 2 1963 R4 Jun-04 322 HA
135 3 1963 R2 Jun-04 161 HA

Four Color (Del)

Issue Page Dp:tg Key gz:g Price CGR Comment  Src
161 9 1947 R4 Jan-22 1,320 HA
134 27 1947 R2 Aug-20 1,680 HA
161 7 1947 R4 Jul-20 3,360 HA
161 22 1947 R3 Jan-20 2,400 HA
161 18 1947 R2 Jul-07 143 HA
134 34 1947 R4 Jun-07 262 HA
134 47 1947 R3 Aug-06 262 -44.8 HA
134 25 1947 R1 Aug-06 191 -39.9 HA
134 47 1947 R3 Aug-04 862 % HA
161 4 1947 R4 Aug-04 603 HA
134 25 1947 R1 Aug-04 529 % HA
161 32 1947 R4 Aug-04 471 HA
161 26 1947 R2 Aug-04 253 HA
134 21 1947 R4 Jun-04 276 HA

Korak, Son of TarzanGold Key
Issue Page ;;2 Key gg:g Price CGR Comment  Src
10 CS4 1965 Cs4 Jun-04 546 Hunter's Risk HA
11 CS4 1965 Cs4 Jun-04 391 Medicine Man HA
4 AOUAT 80 *ONDCI A 4A1 AO j $AI
Issue Page DP;Z Key Sg'!(ej Price CGR Comment  Src
4 1 1955 S2 Jun-07 227 HA
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TARZAN OF THE APES

. ThEE OF DEATH

A

BOVE THE SOUND OF THE RIVER'S THUNDER,
A GREAT APE'S WHOOP TURNS ZRZAN 72oM
IS ROPE-MAKING..

BUNDOLO;
Py DANGO! GREEM.‘\

TOO MANY OF THEM, Il
TOO BOLD BY NIGHT N !
: GhARRH!

4 %

ThRZ.4I51 Pl

/556, TARZAN  TREE OF Wi THRZANE 5] PGS TARZAN
#157- JUNE b5 o8aW z - 46" “TaEy Ak syt 2

©2004 HeritageComics.com ©2004 HeritageComics.com

Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com
Tarzan 151 They Attack by Night by Jesse Marsh

© Gold Key1965 [CS9. Sold for $891(2004,HA)

Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com
Tarzan 151 Tree of Death by Jesse Marsh
© Gold Key1965[CS15]. Sold for $,035(2004,HA)

T0 PACK ME A CHUCK

UCKEA:
T T THROW SOME STUFF
OLEBAGS! /|

Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com
Tarzan 77 unused pinup by Jeb&arsh
© Dell 1956 Sold for §00(2020,HA)

Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com
Gene Autry Comics unused group of 2 by Jesse Marsh
© Dell 1946 Sold for ¥80(2019,HA)

In 2004, collectors paid per page prices of under $100 for complete Tarzan stories
by Marsh. For Golden Age artby less familiar artists, complete stories may

prove more desirable over time.Future sales will tell.
All images used by permission of Heritage Auctions, HA.com
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Jesse Marsh Summary by Year Sold
Mean of Sales Plotted with 3 year Moving Average
Includes Splashes and Interior Pages

$4,000
$3,500 3,346
$3,000
$2,500
$2,000
$1,500

$1,000

$500

$0

Year Sold C—1Sales —@—Mean seeees+3YrMA

Summary Statistics by Year Jesse Marsh

Year Sales Min Max Median Mean 3YrMA
2023 2 1,140 2,640 1,890 1,890 1,238
2022 1 1,320 1,320 1,320 1,320 1,435
2021 1 504 504 504 504 1,355
2020 3 1,680 3,360 2,400 2,480 1,352
2019 1 1,080 1,080 1,080 1,080 709
2018 2 335 660 497 497 628
2017 1 550 550 550 550
2016 1 837 837 837 837
2014 2 908 1,135 1,022 1,022
2013 1 3,346 3,346 3,346 3,346
2007 3 143 263 227 211 196
2006 2 191 263 227 227 170
2005 1 150 150 150 150
2004 64 69 863 88 131
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Graph Talk

The Comic Art Trends Price Guide is unique among guides to original comierat.books
focused on current market values based on recent sales and expert opinion of art value. The
CAT Price Guide concentrates less on expert pricing and more on data analysis and
observations about past sales.

While historical prices can quickly become meaningless during inflationary periods, the past is
still the best indicator of the future. Further, objective review of past sales helps both the
buyers and sellers to set reasonable expectations on art prices.

The graphs in the CAT Price Guide support observations intuitively understood by people in
the comic art market. For example, the trend of sales from past to present generally goes up
with inflation. The Summary by Year Sold graph is intended to heigatalthat belief.

When that trend fails, readers can ask if some large past sales have impacted the trend, or
perhaps there is decl i nlsomptall uptreads arsthe same. t h e
Rapid increases in the average sales pricerefigct new demand or a single outstanding sale.

Another graph provided in the CAT Price Guide illustrates sales price versus year published.
As a general rule, much older art enjoys greater demand than recent art for an artists.
However, factors such as the series an artist is working on often eatdrgnfluence on

demand than age alone. The Summary Sales by Year Published graph and table help to
identify periods of greatest interest. Note that artists like Jesse Marsh whose body of work
focuses so much on a single character and series telagk tateresting groupings based on
special periods of work.

The Summary Data by CAT Score graphunique to this guide. The goal of t@emic Art
Taxonomy CAT) score is to objectively rank what art enthusiasts readily understand. The
CAT scores break down each page of art based on criteria such as featured characters and
aesthetic appeal. The CAT scoring scale is discussed later in this article along with
illustrations of various grades. As mentioned, the CAT grading scale seeks to align with what
collectors naturally desire and understand to be differernatiben purchasing or selling art.

Summary Statistics by YearSold: The fourteen Jesse Marsh auction lots sol smgle
year2004 standutin contrast to only 21 lots sold at Heritage Auctions from 2005 to present.
The 14 lots represent 64 pages of art since there are 6 complete story sales within the group.
At less than $100 per page fdompleteStory salesthat dropped the overall average price per
page in 2004 to only $131. Single page lots sold for an average p#ié8®mh 2004.

The small number of sales overall makes any trend inferences questionable. However, the few
sales from 201% presentertainly fetched much higher prices than the majority of older
sales. The exceptions came in 2013 and 2014 when three sales averaged almost $1,800.

In conclusion, for the Summary by Year Sold chart: focus on the few interesting sales, the
apparent inflation for recent sales, and the fact that very few Jesse Marsh published original art
pages made it to the three big market plabesitage Auctions, ComicConnect.com, and
ComicLink.com
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Jesse Marsh Summary Sales by Year Publshed
Features Minimum, Maximum, Median, Mean

$4,000

$3,500

$3,000 + 2,993

$2,500

$2,000

$1,500

$1,000 - 935

$500 i 388 ——a '~ 536 I
$0 = 134
1947 1950 1955 1956 1963 1965
Median Max Min Mean

Year # Sales Min Max Median Mean
1947 12 143 3,360 374 935
1950 2 2,640 3,346 2993 2,993
19551956 3 227 550 335 370
1963 5 150 1,140 322 536
1965 60 69 1,080 88 134

Summary Sales by Year PublishedWith so few sales, the typical graph showing sales price

by year published seemed less useful. Another peculiarity of the Jesse Marsh sales data relates

to the few years worth of art represented by the sales. Marsh worked on Tarzan and other

features ér at least 18 years; yet, sales clustered around 1947, 1963, and 1965. Perhaps, only a

few holders of art have sold what pieces thayellsmoreart e served in a few cc
vaults or has it been lost to time?

The art published in 1947 presents the greatest range, from $143 to $3,360. However, that
difference can largely be attributed to sales occurring in 2007 and 2020 for min and max,
respectively. As mentioned before regarding the complete stories, thentearedian price

per page are low. These sales affect the graph for the 1965 entry since all the complete stories
came from that period. The two pages published in 1950 sold well, perhaps owing to being
early Tarzan pieces. Both hailed from Tarzan #48te that these two salescurred in2013

and 2023.
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Jesse Marsh Summary Data by CAT Score
Pole represents range from Min to Max
Box is white when Mean > Median
Box is black when Median > Mean

|:< 1,156
= 640 J

R1-R2 R3-R5 S2 S4

—= 550

—&— 281

Median Max Min Mean

CAT # Sales Min Max Median Mean
RIR2 7 253 143 1,680 640
R3R5 16 632 150 3,360 1,156
S2 2 281 227 335 281
S4 1 550 550 550 550

Summary Sales by CAT Grade: Tarzan is a grade A character. However, | did not score any

of these Jesse Marsh individual pages aRRR@®r S6S7. | felt few demonstrated significant

action or above average appeal for their depiction of Tarzan. That does not take away from the
skill of the artist, only the content of these particular pages. The splash pages included an
exceptional illustration of an oeldoking bird called a hornbill. However, with no dramatic

Tarzan figure on any of them, they also did not rate the higher gratesovers madi into
therecorded sale:=ans wi | | recall that Dell 6s Tar zan

dur i

ng Marshoés tenure.
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Har ol d 0 H@892D 1982pFsstert@gan one the the earliest adventure comic

strips in 193. His artistic adaptation of Edgar Ri c¢
Tarzan lore.Though several creators contributg@ater quantities gfages for the Jungle

Lord, few have influenced so many. Comics.org lists 76 people who identified Foster as an
artistic influence. nthaartistichanyot Bitzan dnly latedsirtie r 6 s r
1937. Of course, his own creation, Prince Valiant continues as a noteworthy character even

into the present.

Going back to 1929, Grosset and Dunlap publishiegrdcover book with dust jackesat |

believecould and should be considered the first Tarzan graphic,riczatomic book The

book was nameitihe lllustrated Tarzan Book No. 1t featured300 pictures oért from Hal

F o s tcemmictstsip adaptation of Tarzan of the Apdal Foster created a new image to serve
ascoverartLast yeards Overstreet Price Guide | iste
range of $100 to $650 for the first edition.

The Foster Sunday strip below sold for $19,800 in November 202&s published in 1932.

Graph Talk

Summary Statistics by Year SoldWith just under 40 Foster Sunday Tarzan comic strips to
review, | grouped the sales in roughly fiyear blocks until the current time period. This
graph does not consider the date of publicatoorn it trends as one would expect given
inflation, at least for the
average sales prices. The
highest sales price occurred
between 2011 and 2015.
However, the minimum price
is true to form gradually
increasing from past to
present. The graph suggests
price growth may be slowing
but the floor on sales prices
(minimum) may block bargain
hunting.

Summary by Year
) Published: I n t hi s gr aph,
Ta R T interesting to note that roughly
— half of the sold art was
L published from 1932 to 1934
and the other half from 1935
to 1937. Divided that way,
/ N 74 LY | | thereds definitely

| mErsesmans® || Y WS A=y ) % off from 1935 on. That is,

ik AN i T e Sunday strips publisheédom
1935 on averaged a little less
than $15,000 but those before
averaged about $20K. This
graph does NOT consider date
sold.

TARZAN WAS OFF o' 7D l’( A r \ gur Tis TIvE

7O ANOTHER TREE. |

[NEXT WEEK: THE KING OF PRERISTORE
Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com
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Hal Foster Summary by Year Sold
Includes Minimum, Maximum, Median, Mean
Tarzan strips only
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Hal Foster Summary by Year Published
Tarzan strips only
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by EDGAR RICE BURROUGHS
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Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com Imaged I{y Heriia;; Auctions, HA.com
Tarzan Sunday-28-35by Hal Foster Tarzan Sunday-10-32 by Hal Foster
© United Feature 1% Sold for $2 000(2020 HA) © United Feature 193%old for £7,485(2007,HA)
m ZS\TR : , \
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50 NOT FOLIOW ME! 160
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izt
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Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com » : I’maged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com
Tarzan Sunday-28-35by Hal Foster Tarzan Sunday-81-35 by Hal Foster
© United Feature 198 Sold for $5,200(2022,HA) © United Feature 198 Sold for §.8,000(2022,HA)

Big prices for Foster Tarzan art are eclipsed byhuge prices for Prince Valiant art.
So far at HA, Tarzan sales topped at $K with 8 Prince Valiant salesranking higher from $36K to $66K.
All images used by permission of Heritage Auctions, HA.co

1S THE SAVAGE WE SEEK!

15



Comic Art Trends Price Guide 2023 Hogarth

Burne Hogarth (1911-1996)Wi t h Chri st mas around the co
consider one of Tarzanés most influenti al a
on December 25, 1911. Hogarth spent 12 years illustrating Tarzan Sunday strips from 1937 to
1945 andifom 1947 to 1950. His years as the primary Tarzan artist gained notoriety for him,
but his 6dynamicd style and skills saeanvth him
tittes such a®ynamic AnatomyDynamic Figure Drawing, andynamic Wrinklesand

Drapery. Clearly, his ability to convey to others the nuances of drawing dovetailed with the
talents that have attracted collectors to his art.

Summary by Year Sold:1 reviewed 62 sales of Burne Hogarth Tarzan Sunday pages, the
majority sold through HA with one more from ComicConnect. Unlike some of the other
Tarzan artists, there has been a fairly steady stream of sales. Unfortunately, none of the sales
are from prel940 art. However, the strips that have gone through auction present a good
representation of his work fron®40 to 1950. | broke the sales into fiyear blocks from

2001 to 2020, and a final block leading up to present. The graph below shows the number of
sales and the average sales price during eaclydiaeperiod. Hogarth art is showing a steady
uptrend inthe first twenty years, and is on the right trasice then. Thirty sales from 2016 to
2020 stands odttriple the other period$.t 6 s p o s s rhbldeebegan liquadatiggdivea r t
or six a year during that period, but sales were strong so demandhalzanged even with

good supply.

Burne Hogarth- Summary by Year Sold

$16,000
$14,000
$12,000
$10,000

$8,000

$6,000

$4,000

$2,000 ’—‘
8 10 10 30 !
$0

2001-2005 2006-2010  2011-2015 2016-2020 2021-present

[—1Sales —e—Average Price
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Sales by Year of Publication: As | indicated earlier, sales were distributed nicely among

Hogarth art from the decade of the 1940s. Of course, no sales for Tarzan art published in 1946

by Hogarth show up on the graph. Some commen
reminiscent ofoster and his later style that was his own. | would ask Hogarth connoisseurs if

they feel a certain period of his work was more desirable than others? While not universally

true, the sales data supports t hesignfdamta t hat H
appeal. Some of the higher sales prices corresponded to those publication dates, with lower
prices for some earlier works that sold in th

novel concept! | have stated befdsgically, early works enjoy greater demand than later
works for many artists.

Hogarth- Sales by Year of Publication

I I I I ‘ m Total
I I I [ o

1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1947 1948 1949 1950

e e
o N N

o N B~ O @

OUGH THE ELECTRONIC VERSION OF THE CAT PRICE
GUIDE 2023 FEATURING JESSE MARSH AND OTHER TARZAN

ARTISTS IS FREE FOR PERSONAL DOWNLOAD, IF YOU WOULD
LIKE TO SUPPORT THIS WORK, THE SUGGESTED PRICE 1S $0.99.

TO MAKE A DONATION, GO TO PAYPAL:
PBAIN@CATPRICEGUIDE.COM

Even better, for those who buy or sell original art, consider advert
Half page advertisements are $40 or purchase full page ads fi
Reach out to me gibain@catpriceqguide.co
http://www.catpriceguide.con
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THE 777 71000

by EDGAR RICE BURROUGHS

WEAENED FRON MiNY WOUNDS TiE ExausTED | B2
T STRISSLED O KioE HeTER 42 ORPEAL

55,4 FLASH,THE NONCEY LEAPED TREEWARD ON HIS MISSION-
WHILE TARZAN, NG U THE HOT AFRICAN SUN, WAS' CONSUNED.
FEVE
MEXT VW MESEAGE of TERROR

Z Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com

Tarzan Sunday-2-41 by Burne Hogarth Tarzan Sunday 126-47 by Burne Hogart© United Feature
© United Feature 194B5old for $5,095(2012,HA) 1947. Sold for $0,400(2023,HA)
A BULLET | e Tt

glic\iZZe

by, EDGAR RICE. BURROUGHS
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Imaged by Hemage Auctions, HA.com N Imaged by Hen(age Auctions, HA.com

Tarzan SundayZ-41 by Burne Hogartt® United Feature Tarzan Sunday-32-44 by Burne Hogartt© United Feature
1941. Sold for 40,800(2022,HA) 1944. Sold for $B,375(2023 HA)
A Calvin and Hobbes Sunday strip by Bill Watterson sold in 2022 for $480,000. It was only a
130x 90 i mage. A Burne Hogarth Sunday has

If you consider the cost per square inch, Hogarth art is dirt cheap.
All images used by permission of Heritage Auctions, HA.co
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Rex Maxon (1892- 1973)Maxon followed Harold Foster on Tarzdailies in 1929. His

tenure on the strip |l asted eighteen years unt
to his reliabilty. Besi des Tar zan, Maxon contributed to L
feature called Young HawkThat was about a ten year run itself. While not comparable to

Foster or Hogarth, like Marsh, Rex Maxon created a huge body oftwork Tar zanés | ega

Almost 80% of the 57 Maxon Tarzan dailies sold through HA from Z2. Only five lots

have sold since 2020-ew recent sales may indicddev prices for Maxon dailieamakesales

through auction sources with higher commissions or premdliffirsult. 1 alsoc oul dndét f i nd
listed sales through ComicConnect or Commdd_for Rex Maxon dailies.

When available, Tarzan dailies by Rex Maxon represent a relatively inexpensive way to obtain
gol den age and even platinum age artwork for
compared to Sunday pages by lauded artists like Hal Foster, Burne HagdrRRuss

Manning, Maxon dailies can be obtained for a fraction of the price. Daily panels sold since

2020 averaged just under $700, ranging from $159 to $1,800. Notably, the pricey piece was a
very early one, published in 193d described belowSix sales from 2015 to 2018 averaged

about $200, but most of the art appeared in 1947.

As mentioned earlier, the majority of satepresentedrtthatMaxon illustrated in 1947.

Though most sold fourteen years ago in 2009, even recent sales from these later periods came
in at under $200. One should be cautious about buying Maxon common dailies as an
investment since more acclaimed or modern artiststiiting the Ape Man will likely garner
greater interest from future collectors.

For the common dailies, seven sales of art published from 19383 (Platinum age) sold for

$616 on average. Another seven pieces from 1940 to 1944 sold for an average price of $518.
The maijority of art, 42 dailies published in 1947, sold for an avemage of $111, most sold

back in 2009.

The most extraordinary sale occurred fourteen years agodaity from 1933 The art

features an inscription to Edgar Rice Burroughs, suggesting Maxon presented the piece to

ERB. Artistically, it is an interesting piec
personal collection must have greatly influenced thal Bales price$2,868 back in 2009.

The art sold again in 2021, for only $1,800. The compounded growth rate is an appalling

negative 3.6% over twelve years, or a net 10ss766.3

Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com

Tarzan daily June 10, 1933 by Rex Maxon © United Feature Syndical®33
Images used by permission of Heritage Auctions, HA.com
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UR HUNTERS NEED NO L( HE STARTED FOR THE TREE HUT
Py AND HIS BELOVED MATE

/7\5 THE PARTY SWEPT OUT OF THE
INNEL , TARZAN WAS GREETED ~ IN CHARGE

JOYOUSLY BY THE OLD CHIEF. b, 3 ;gz,;'}f pq:;?é’e‘ #.TEDMP%},
| Ema s v SR 2533 . THE RIVER TOWARD THE COAST.

PUTTING THE BURLY BRONSON

Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com
Tarzan daily #2333 by Rex Maxon © United Feature Syndit@4@sold for $131 (2009,HA)

BEFORE THEY COULD AM, THEIR
WEAPONS WERE KICKED FROM
( THEIR GRASPS.

HAT HAVE YOU DONE WITH HERZ”
GROWLED THE JUNGLE
D.

A e o 4 ~
THE NEXT INSTANT 5 S |
BURLY RUFFIANS JOINED THE i |
MAN. ON / ]

AS THE HUNTERS RAISED THEIR GUNS,
TARZAN THREW HIMSELF BACKWARD.

Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com

Tarzan daily #288 by Rex Maxon © United Feature Syndica@17sold for $131 (2009,HA)

WHEN TYE GASPING GANGSTERS

a LEwING HIS ENEMIES SPRAWLED
INFORMED HIM OF JANE'S ESCAPE, s UNCONSCIOUS, TARZAN SPED TO
TARZAN REALIZED SHE WOULD \ JANE'S ASSISTANCE.
SURELY MEET THE MURDEROUS 2 {
IZEN.

=

Py & X p - | - \

THE APE-MAN KNEW THAT THE a Z 'AS MANZEN APPROACHED JANES
HUNTERS WOULD FOLLOW HIM. SUD- N b HIDING PLACE, A SLIGHT MOVEMENT
DENLY HE KNOCKED THEIR HEADS S

VIOLENTLY TOGETHER.

Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com
Tarzan daily #289 by Rex Maxon © United Feature Syndica@47sold for 9 (2009,HA)

" [As maNzZEN PuLLED HiS GuN L N S ) - O 7
. UP AFTER HIM--- »,_ - A A VERDURE, JANE SAW DOOM T v 7 w 0
=

SLOWLY APPROACHING .

IN DESPERATION SHE SWUNG TO
A HIGHER LIMB ---IN FULL VIEW
OF HER WOULD-BE MURDERER.

Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com
Tarzan daily #232 by Rex Maxon © United Feature Syndica@47sold for $131 (2009,HA)

Examples of relatively inexpensive Tarzan art dailes biRex Maxon, one of the comic

stripsd | ongest Thesesalesar aldram20§9. art i st s.
Sales from 2022 ranged from $159 to $780 per page.

Images used by permission of Heritage Auctions, HA.com
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Russ Manning(1929- 1981) Manning is often associated with Science Fiction/Fantasy
like Magnus, Robot Fighter and Star Wars. But that does not diminish his contributions during
his tenure as a Tarzan artist for comic books and newspapers. After spot contributions to the
Tarzan canic series, Manning took the reign as the primary artist for the Gold Key series from
1965 to 1969. During that period he also took over as regular artist of the Tarzan daily strip
from 1967 to 1972. His art graced the Sundays for another seven yéat8 1t

Reprints of Manning Tarzan works by Dark Horse have made a lot of his early comics readily

avail abl e. I't wouldnét hurt to mention that
available in hardback and other collected forms. One more thing toridduthfr this season
since ités hard to find newpapers from the 30

Check out an extensive review of Manning art to illustrate the CAT grading scale later in
this article.

Russ Manning Tarzan daily and Sunday pagdetilientlyshow up at Heritage Auctions. |

found a 1967 daily that sold in January 2020 for just under $2,000. Three Sunday color guides
showed up in 2019heysold for under $10@ach The daily strip from December 11, 1967

shown below sold for $8,400 at HA in 2018. And that is all that | found for Tarzan strips by
Manning. (His Star Wars works are much more abunddmanningconnoisseudohn Stuart

pointed aut thatmany of Mannin@ comic strip pages are preservethimofficesof ERB, inc.

(as indicated in ERBzine Vd830).

wzzk 1-¥1

TOO LONG HAVE T [ )
ADVENTUREP IN
STRANGE LANDS! IT THE YELP! IT
iS TIME I RETURNED NEVER CHANGES, A
TO THE BEST LAND OF | | NO MATTER HOW )
% ALL—HOME! LONG I HAVE i
~ BEEN AWAY!

<IT WILL BE Goop

Ty =
S S
SN =

= | SPAEACH

Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com

Tarzan daily 1:21-67 by Russ Manning © United Feature 1967. Sold8at(® (2018, HA).

WHY ARE 50 FEW
WORKERS IN THE
FIELDS? AND

Imaged by Heritage Auctlons HA.com
Tarzan daily 1:25-67 by Russ Manning © United Feature 1967. Sol§Ig®20 (2020, HA).
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WHAT |5 OUR FIRST, WE'D BETTER

NEXT MOVE, LAND, WELL OUT OF

KORAK? YOU SIGHT FROM THE

HAVE SOME PLAN BAKUS! VILLAGE!
IN MIND?

L@;&};\h
F\ Q]

b v :/'/‘v
3 ity Gucen

#

| WE'LL Keep
DOWNWIND
FROM THE

THE DOGS HAVE

YES-BUTTHE | | CAUGHT OUR SCENT!
WIND HAS THEY BRIN
SHIFTED!

Cover sy
T 2 ~ ERE e, Book “2-

Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com
Tarzan and the Tuareg QudsnRuss Manning Korak Son of Tarzan 3 Pageh$ Russ Manning
© ERB 1977 [C6]. Sold for $,780(2011,HA) © Gold Key1964 [R4]. Sold for §,320 (2022,HA)

THE FALCON
=

RIMMED
KINGLOM,
LAN-EL

NATONGO
ENCOUNTER
AMYSTERY

NO FRIENDS! THE
WOUND IS MORTAL ...BUT
1 THANK YOU: T AM
IBRARIM, SH K OF
THE BENI AMIN ...

TO YOU, FRIENDS,

1 LEAVE MY

CAMELS AND MY

FALCON! NEVER

UNHOOD HER ...

UNLESS..YOUR |
£

| Zaezan w ponse petiverome

Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com
Tarzan of the Apes 134y Russ Manning Tarzan in Savage Pellucidar Pageb§4Russ Manning
© Gold Key1966 [CS4]. Sold for $,040(2022,HA) © ERB 1975 [R6]. Sold for $1620(2023 HA)

ERB, Inc. published some inspired Russ Manning Tarzan works like Savage Pellucidar.
Images used by permission deritage Auctions, HA.co
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Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com
Edgar Rice BurrloywmgGdlubh Tarzan 57
© Dell 1954 [C7] Sold for $16,800in 2021 through Heritage Auctions
Morris Gollub did extensive work for Dell including the Lone Ranger, Raggedy Ann, Lassie, and more.
His terrific paintings on Tarzan blended the realism of the photo cover with the excitement of comic

adventure.
Image used by permission of Heritage Auctions, HA.com
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Other Noteworthy Tarzan Artists

The first Tarzan tale began withutiny in the October 1912 issue of THE ALRTORY pulp
magazine.Action and adventure has been rgtap for the Lord of the Jungle ever since.

Cover artist Clinton Pettee holds the honor of illustrating Tarzan first for the public. However
in over 110 years, some of the most famous book and comic illustrators have applied pencil,
pen, and brush to the King of the Apes. The prior sections veergead! to artists that were

daily, weekly, and monthly contributors in the early comic strips and comic magazines. In this
section, | want to highlight some other famous artists who contributed with their vision of the
character.

Roy G. Krenkel (19181 1983)contributed to numerous Burrougipaperback novels
published by Ace including books in the Pel
Core book cover painting sold for just under $20 grand in 2009 through-Hiher, Krenkel
contributed on EC and Warren comics in the fifties and sixties. A seven page story from Weird
Science 19 sold for $90,000 in 2019. It adapted a short story by Ray Bradbury, but buyers may
have been drawn in by his collaborators, All&thson ad Frank Frazetta.

Frank Frazetta (19287 2010)made a mor e extensive contribu
Frazetta contributed to Ace adventures such as Tarzan the Invincible, The Son of Tarzan, and
Tarzan and the Jewels of Opar. The Frazetta cover paintihgaf zan at t he Eart

1962) sold in 2015 for $66, 000. The same vy
bear whirled about on tnime-November, @awthdriaterigre . 0 f o
piece from the same book is up for t®mal e at
knife in my hand, and he had his. o I f it

compounded growth rate compared to the sale from 8 yearsddgot a10% CGR would
equate to roughly an $88,000 sales price including premium. Because of the larger figures, |

could see this piece exceeding $100K. As a
Core (not Tarzan) i npopudaistyleand sold foroeef §1,600,008 ich F r
2016. Update: the aforementioned interior art
|l ess than 5% compounded growth rate. | 6m s

George Wilson(1921i 1999)painted many comic covers for Western Publishing. These
included science fiction adventures like Lost in Space, Magnus Robot Fighter, and Star Trek!
Wilson also painted covers for horror classics such as Dark Shadows, Boris Karloff, and the
Twilight Zone I n addition, Wi lson worked on Kor a
much more affordable than anything by Frazetta. Recent Tarzan sales for Wilson covers run in
the $2,000 range. His television show related covgpear to sell a little higher. However,

the cover for Magnus Robot Fightegarnered the most interest, selling for just under $55K.

Joe Kubert (19267 2012)andJohn Buscema (1927 2002)were giants in the comic book
industry. Kubertpplied his unique style war stories and Hawkmdaor DC. Buscema

penciled a phenomenal number of Conan adventures as well as Avengers and Fantastic Four
for Marvel. In addition, each renderdarzan for their respective lofigne publishers. |

created dedicated sections for Kubert and Buscema in the 2019 Comic Art Trends Price Guide.
In the comics, Dell/Gold Key, DC, and Marvel have been well represented. Fans of new artists
may consideilarzan art appearing in Malibu Comics, Dark Horse Comics, or even works from
ERB, Inc.
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THE

ALL-STORY

e A

Imagéd by Heﬁlagé Auctions, HA.éo-r;\

All-Story October 191® Frank A Munsey CoCopies of Tarzan of the Apes 13% George Wilsor® Western1962
Tarzands premiere in very g [C4]. Sold for £,28) (2020,HA)
Tarzan and the Madmday Boris Vallejo © Ballantine1977. Rough for Tarzan the Magnificebhy Roy Krenkel
Sold for §1,%0 (2M8,HA) © Ace 1962. Sold for £,990(2002,HA)

Some of the best illustrators in the industry have painted Tarzan during the century+

since Edgar RiceBurroughs created him. Is there an artist you would like to see?
All images used by permission of Heritage Auctions, HA.co
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